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   q Which word means the    same  as  
great ? 

\ A.    super 
\ B.    gold 
\ C.    brave 
\ D.    even 

   

   w In the word    highest , the ending - est 
 means 

\ A.    after. 
\ B.    most. 
\ C.    able. 
\ D.    make. 
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Homemade Recycled Paper

A fun recycling activity is making your 
own paper. You can make paper for books, 
posters, newsletters, paintings, and many 
other things. 

You will need:

A large mixing bowl
An eggbeater
A cup
A jar
A big spoon
An old newspaper
Water
Starch
A screen about 3˝ square or bigger
A fl at pan a little larger than the screen

1. Tear a half-page of newspaper into very 
small pieces. Put the paper in a large 
mixing bowl full of water.

Read this passage about how to make paper. Then answer the questions that follow.

2. Let the paper soak for one hour.

3. Beat the paper with an eggbeater for ten 
minutes. The paper should be soft and 
mushy. It is now called “pulp.”

4. Mix two tablespoons of starch in one cup 
of water. Add this to the pulp. Stir well. 
The starch makes the paper pulp strong.

5. Pour the pulp into the fl at pan.

Picture A

Picture C

Picture B
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6. Place the screen in the bottom of the pan. 
It will become evenly covered with pulp.

7. Put the rest of the newspaper on a table. 
Pick up the screen covered with pulp and 
put it on one half of the newspaper.

8. Fold the other half of the newspaper 
over the top of the screen. Press down 
very hard.

9. Fold back the newspaper so you can see 
the pulp. Let it dry overnight.

10. When it is dry, peel your recycled paper 
from the screen.

Picture D
Picture F

Picture E

Picture G
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   e In the part called    You will need , the 
pan should be 

\ A.    one inch wide. 
\ B.    smaller than the bowl. 
\ C.    a little larger than the screen. 
\ D.    the same size as a newspaper. 

   

   r When making homemade paper, the 
newspaper is    fi rst  

\ A.    placed into a mixing bowl. 
\ B.    beaten with an eggbeater. 
\ C.    soaked in water for one hour. 
\ D.    torn into very small pieces. 

   

   t In step 3, what is    pulp ? 

\ A.    paper made soft with water 
\ B.    a tool for mixing paper with 

water 
\ C.    paper mixed with starch 
\ D.    a way to make paper stronger 

   

   y Which sentence from the passage    best  
tells what is happening in  Picture D ? 

\ A.    Mix two tablespoons of starch in 
one cup of water. 

\ B.    Place the screen in the bottom of 
the pan. 

\ C.    Put the rest of the newspaper on 
a table. 

\ D.    Pick up the screen covered with 
pulp and put it on one half of the 
newspaper. 
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   u In the chart, write four words from the    Word Box  that have the same  vowel sound  
as  screen . 

Words from the Word Box
that have the same vowel 

sound as screen:
Word Box

1. ________________________

2. ________________________

3. ________________________

4. ________________________

seat
bank
held
key
wait
tea

proud
reach

   

NECAP_2009_Grade 3 Reading_Released



6

   i Which step is shown in    Picture F ? 

\ A.    step 7 
\ B.    step 8 
\ C.    step 9 
\ D.    step 10 

   

   o What is the    last  step in making 
homemade recycled paper? 

\ A.    letting the paper dry overnight 
\ B.    pressing down hard on the paper 
\ C.    peeling the paper from the screen 
\ D.    laying the screen on the paper 

   

   1) Which new title would    best  fi t this 
passage? 

\ A.    “Painting Paper Posters” 
\ B.    “How Newspapers Are Made” 
\ C.    “New Paper from Old” 
\ D.    “Fun with Homemade Books” 

   

   1! Which word has the same    vowel sound  
as  soak ? 

\ A.    stir 
\ B.    look 
\ C.    kick 
\ D.    rope 
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1@  In your own words, explain how to make homemade recycled paper. Use details 
from the passage.   
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